
MAY 12, 2023

Commencement Exercises

560 MUSIC CENTER
560 Trinity Avenue

Saint Louis, MO 63130

2023



Order of Exercises

Procession | “Pomp And Circumstance March No. 1, Op. 39”, Sir Edward Elgar 

amy greenhalgh | violin
holly huelskamp | violin
louis privitera | viola
ranya iqbal | cello

Welcome and Opening Remarks
dr. steven mennerick, interim associate dean

Closing Remarks
dr. steven mennerick, interim associate dean

Conferral of Degrees
dr. steven mennerick, interim associate dean  
assisted by
vijay ramani | vice provost for graduate education and international affairs
dr. sophia hayes | vice dean of graduate education
cami spampani | executive director
andrew richards | director of admissions & recruiting

Commencement Address
dr. barbara schaal
Barbara Schaal is the Mary-Dell Chilton Distinguished Professor of Biology at Washington University in St.  
Louis.  She was born in Berlin, Germany and grew up in Chicago. She graduated from the University of Illinois, 
Chicago, and earned a Ph.D from Yale University.  She is a plant evolutionary biologist who uses DNA sequences 
to understand evolutionary processes such as gene flow, geographical differentiation and the domestication 
of crop species. At Washington University she has served as Chair of the Department of biology and Dean of 
Arts and Sciences. She is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American  
Philosophical Society and U.S. National Academy of Sciences where she served as vice president for eight years. 
She was appointed as a U.S. science envoy by former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. She has been President 
of the Botanical Society of America, the Society for the Study of Evolution, and the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science.  She was a member of President Obama’s Council of Advisors for Science and  
Technology from 2009 to 2017.  She received the U.S. National Science Board’s Public Service Medal in 2019.



DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
arranged by program and last name

biochemistry, biophysics, & structural biology

JHULLIAN ALSTON
MATTHEW CRUZ
JASMINE CUBUK

ROSEANE DOS REIS SILVA
JAMES HEFFERNAN

DRAKE JENSEN
MCKENNA LOSBY

BRENDAN MATHIAS
TYSON TODD

computational & systems biology

ROBERT CHEN
CHRIS CHERMSIDE-SCABBO

RYAN FRIEDMAN
PAULA GODOY

NICHOLAS JACOBS

NICK JENSEN
KAISER LOELL

ETHAN STANCLIFFE
NAOMI WILSON

HUIMING XIA

developmental, regenerative, & stem cell biology

MAPLE ADKINS-THREATS
KEENAN BATES

ANKITA CHADDA
JAMISON LEID

JONATHAN SPALDING
JULIA WHITTLE

YUQING ZHU



DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
arranged by program and last name

human & statistical genetics

JOOHEE CHOI
ALEXANDRA HOUSTON-LUDLAM

YIZE LI
JU HEON MAENG

AVINASH RAMU
YIGE WU

LIJUN YAO

evolution, ecology, & population biology

QUINN FOX
DAVID HENDERSON

TYLER LARSEN

JAMES MEDINA
ERIKA SCHUMACHER

TREY SCOTT

immunology

RITA CHEN                     
MARIA CIMPEAN                  
MELISSA  COOK                     
JOHN ERRICO                   

YING SHIANG LIM                      
WEI MENG                     

KEVIN O’CONNOR                 
TAKAHIRO OHARA                    

VINCENT PENG                     
MAXIMILIAN SCHAETTLER               

KELSEY TOTH                     
EMMA WALKER                   
ALEX WESSEL                   

EMMA WINKLER                  
YU XIA                      



DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
arranged by program and last name

molecular cell biology

WINSTON ANTHONY
JOHN BAER

LUCIA CAPANO
JIAYANG CHEN
KELSY COTTO

LINGZHEN KONG
MAX LYON

HEYDE MAKIMAA
MANASI MALIK

RACHEL MOSZYK
LEONARD ROGERS

SUA RYU
BRITTANY TOWNLEY

molecular genetics & genomics
ERICA BARNELL                  

KITRA CATES                    
ALAN DU                       

JENNIE HAZEN                    
ARIELLE HOMAYOUNI                

CLARICE HONG                     
YIRAN HOU                      

EMILEE KOTNIK                   
JOSEPH KRAMBS                   

CECILIA HANYUE LEI                      
YANG LI                       

FERNANDA MARTINS RODRIGUES        
KAYLA NYGAARD                  

EVIN PADHI                    
GERVETTE PENNY                    

GERALLE POWELL-RODGERS           
MEGAN RICHTERS                 

molecular microbiology & microbial pathogenesis

SUHAS BOBBA
KEELEY CHOY

GREGORY HARRISON
ANNA HOOPPAW

ELIZABETH KENNEDY
SANJAM SAWHNEY
FORREST WALKER



DOCTORAL CANDIDATES
arranged by program and last name

neurosciences
BENJAMIN ACLAND                   

DIANA CHRISTIAN BEARD                    
LINDSEY BRIER                    

LAUREN BROESTL                  
CAT CAMACHO                  

HAO CHEN                     
ANNA DAMATO                   

KARL FRIEDRICHSEN             
JUNG UK KANG                     
JENNA KRIZAN                   

LORENZO LONES                    
ADALEE LUBE                     

SINDHU MANIVASAGAM              
CELIA MCKEE                    

MARWA MIKATI                   
BERNARD MULVEY                   

SABIN NETTLES                  
OLGA NEYMAN                   

MAKENZIE NORRIS                   
SYDNEY OSWALT REITZ             

PAT SHEEHAN                  
KALYAN TRIPATHY                 

LEO VOLKOV                   

plant & microbial biosciences

NATASHA BILKEY
RYAN CALCUTT

JENNETTE CODJOE
KIONA ELLIOTT
ERIN MATTOON

KARI MILLER
MARIA SORKIN

PATRICIA WALKER
DENNIS ZHU



MASTER OF ARTS CANDIDATES

MARKUS ADAMEK                   
SAMUEL FUNDERBURK               
COOPER HOSTETLER                

ELI KALLISON                 
ILIA KATRITCH                 

NATALIE KINGSTON                 
DANIEL MENDEZ                   

NATHAN POMPER                   
PRISCILLA RODRIGUEZ-LOPEZ          

SARAH ROMMELFANGER             


